
 

Funds Available for New 
Homeowners in the  

East Bayfront 
 

Here’s important information for anyone interested in purchasing a 
home in Erie’s historic East Bayfront. 

 
The Bayfront East Side Taskforce (BEST) has three openings available in its New 
Home Construction Program that provides a site and down payment assistance to 

qualified buyers.  This program has already built new homes for six first-time 
homeowners in the 200 block of German Street, the 300 block of East Third 

Street and the 400 block of Ash Street. 
 

All of the homes are sold before construction, which allows the buyer to choose floor 
plans, cabinets, flooring and woodwork.  The homes have three bedrooms, 

1 ½ baths, a one-car garage as well as other features.  All concrete work, sidewalks, 
driveways and landscaping are included. 

 
Three grants are available providing at least $15,000 down payment assistance. The 

City’s 10-year LERTA program waives property taxes on new construction for 10 years 
which saves homeowners approximately $3,000 per year on their mortgage.  Owners pay 

taxes on the improved lot only. 
 

To learn more about the eligibility requirements, contact Sue Moyer, executive 
director of BEST, at 456-7062 or by email at best@velocity.net.   

 
 

Rehab Funds Available Too 
Two grants are available for first-time 
homebuyers interested in purchasing an 
existing home in the East Bayfront.  The 
grant dollars are used to correct any code 
deficiencies and lead paint hazards.  Like 
any program, there are eligibility critieria 
but… to learn more, contact Sue Moyer at 
BEST (456-7062) or Jane Sturtevant at 
HANDS (454-1047).  
 
Step’in Out for National Night Out 
For the first time, the East Bayfront 
celebrated National Night Out on 
Tuesday, August 3, thanks to a grant from 
United Way of Erie County.  Over 250 
snow cones and 150 bags of popcorn were 
served to kids and adults alike; the Erie 

Fire Department provided tours of a fire 
truck and demonstrated the protective 
clothing that firefighters wear.  Among 
the dignitaries were: District Attorney 
Brad Foulk, Public Safety Director Erby 
Conley; Erie Police Department and Erie 
County Sheriff Department 
representatives – all of whom had an 
opportunity to talk with many neighbors.  
It was a successful event – one that we 
hope to repeat in 2005.  A special thanks 
go to the “snow cone kings” – Joe 
Sweeney and Joe Krol – who cheerfully 
served up snow cones non-stop from 6:30 
to 7:45 PM!  The funding was part of 
United Way’s Neighborhoods First 
Initiative; similar celebrations took place 
at four other locations in Erie.  
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At Press Time: The historic street lights planned for Parade Street from Sixth to Front Streets are 

in the process of being installed by Penelec’s subcontractor, Keystone Electric.  Markers have 
been place; lights will be installed starting at the north end of the street. 

Meet the Candidates         Everyone is invited 
to a special Meet the Candidates forum to be 
held on Thursday, September 9 from 7 to 9 
PM at Sacred Heart Auditorium at 26th and 
Liberty Streets.  You’ll have the opportunity 
to: meet the candidates: register to vote; nd 
see a demonstration of a voting booth.  The 
forum is free and open to all.  Sponsors are: 
the Erie Council of Labor Unions, the League 
of Women Voters, the NAACP and CALL.  
To learn more, call the CALL office at 456-
6189 or email CALL at ErieCall@aol.com. 
 
Concert in the Park     We want to thank 
everyone at City Hall for the two great 
concerts staged this past Summer in beautiful 
Levy Park.  Like many events, both were 
impacted by the imminent threat of rain but 
attendance was still good.  Each summer, 
Mayor Filippi’s  Music Everywhere concert 
series takes place in parks across the City of 
Erie and has quickly become an important 
quality-of-life asset in the neighborhoods.   
It’s a great summertime combination:  music 
from a live band, kids playing on the 
playground equipment and parents and 
concert-goers enjoying the music, atmosphere 
and the surroundings. 
 
Sitting Pretty     Erie’s new animal shelter is 
now located at 7091 Edinboro Road behind 
Summit Pet Hospital.  Animal Enforcement 
Officers Tina and Rob have done a great job 
of establishing this pet-friendly facility.  Pets 
available for adoption are regularly featured 
on TV 24 News each week.  Animals can be 
adopted for a fee of $55.  Because all adopted 
animals must be spayed or neutered, Summit 
Pet Hospital offers special spay/neuter pricing 
for these services. 

The City of Erie Animal Shelter is open 
Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 4 PM; 

Saturday from 11 AM to 2 PM.  It is closed 
Sundays and Holidays.  

The phone number is 868-6924. 
 
Four-Legged Wish List  The City of Erie 
Animal Shelter gratefully accepts donations 
(which are tax deductible).  Perhaps you have 
supplies from a recently deceased pet that 
could be used at the shelter.  Here’s their wish 
list:  towels, blankets, cat and dog food; cat 
litter; treats for dogs and cats; toiletries (paper 
towels, toilet paper and cleaning supplies); a 
digital camera; office supplies and laundry 
supplies.  Donations can be dropped off at the 
shelter or picked up at your home by calling 
the shelter at 868-6924. 
 
    

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
 
Sat Sept 18  Day of Giving 
Beautification projects in the East Bayfront 
Volunteers report to picnic table in Levy Park at 9 AM. 
For info, call Lila Sweeney at 461-9505. 
 
Mon  Oct 4  Watch Meeting 
St. Hedwig’s Church. 6:30 PM. 
Topic TBA 
 
Plus… Seaway Trail Walks in Erie 
Every Sunday in September.  
Meet at Cashier’s House, 417 State St. at 5 PM. 
Weather permitting.  1-800-732-9298 or 
www.seawaytrail.com 
 
 
THE EAST BAYFRONT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  
Friends Working Together to Make Our Neighborhood 

Cleaner, Safer and Better for All

 
 


